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do so is certain; whether our minds can do
more than this seems to be doubtful. It may be
questioned whether the appearance of thinking of
different things simultaneously is more than a very
rapid oscillation of the thoughts between subject and
subject. And yet there are some things with which
we are very familiar that look very much as if we
really had such a power in at least a rudimentary
form. Walking is a voluntary act, under the control
of the will; and yet as we walk along a road our
thoughts may be absorbed in something which, has
nothing to do with our walking, or our intended
destination. Reading aloud is not merely voluntary,
but requires a certain amount of previous education;
and yet we may go on reading, and reading quite
correctly, out of a book while our thoughts arc
wandering to something else. These things certainly
look as if we had to some limited degree the power
of simultaneous attention to different things. Why
may we not suppose a Being so immeasurably above
ourselves as the Author of the universe must be, to
possess without limitation a power of which we sec
some indications even in ourselves ?

It is by exalting our ideas of Gocl, and endeavouring
in our conceptions of Him to remove those limitations
which we derive from ourselves, that we are to avoid
those errors that otherwise we are so apt to fall into,
If we dwell only on His greatness, on the illimitable